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Year 5 Progression of techniques 

• • Start to develop own style in 
sketchbook use, incorporating 
drawing to discover, drawing 
to show you have seen, 
drawing to experiment, 
collecting, sticking, writing 
notes, reflecting. 

• Sketch collection of 
observational drawings and 
ideas variety of techniques 
including reflections, shadow, 
direction of sunlight, movement 
and perspective. 

• Continue to develop a 
“sketchbook habit”, using a 
sketchbook as a place to record 
individual response to the 
world. Begin to feel a sense of 
ownership about the 
sketchbook, which means 
allowing every child to work at 
own pace, following own 
exploration. Increasingly see 
the sketchbook as a place 
which raises questions which 
can be explored/answered 

• 
• 

• Children to continue to develop a 
sketch collection in books/folders 
to record their observations and 
use them to review and revisit 
ideas. 

• Work with growing confidence 
when using a sketchbook 
incorporating drawing to discover, 
drawing to show you have seen, 
drawing to experiment, collecting, 
sticking, writing notes, reflecting 
and adding my own views 

• Increasingly see the sketchbook as 
a place which raises questions 
which can be explored/answered 
outside the sketchbook, so that 
the link between sketchbook and 
journey and outcome becomes 
understood. 

• Practice and develop sketchbook 
use, incorporating the following 
activities: drawing to discover, 
drawing to show you have seen, 
drawing to experiment, exploring 
colour, exploring paint, testing 
ideas, collecting, sticking, writing 

• 

• 
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outside the sketchbook, so that 
the link between sketchbook 
and journey and outcome 
becomes understood. Practice 
and develop sketchbook use, 
incorporating the following 
activities: drawing to discover, 
drawing to show you have 
seen, drawing to experiment, 
exploring colour, exploring 
paint, testing ideas, collecting, 
sticking, writing notes, looking 
back, thinking forwards and 
around, reflecting, making 
links… 

notes, looking back, thinking 
forwards and around, reflecting, 
making links… 

• To develop technical drawing 
CAD – using SKETCHUP  
(linked to computing) 

• Take digital photos, thinking 
about angle, light, position and 
distance. Create an art 
presentation on a theme or artist. 

• Look at and talk about artists 
using digital media. 

• •   Confident mark making- experiment 
and explorative. 

• Mark on a range of surfaces. 
• Explore line patterns nd texture and 

recognise how to use them. 
• Use zentangle 
• Understand the terms hatch, cross 

hatch, stipple, scumble and begin to 
recognise when to use them in work. 

• Independently use tone with a arrange 
of graded pencils. 

• Use pen and ink wash. 
• Explore a variety of drawing starting 

points (Stimulus) including very close 

• 

• 

 

• 

• Confident Mark making- 
experiment and explorative. 

• Mark on a range of surfaces. A 
growing technical skill. 

 
• Develop their own style 
• Draw for a sustained period of 

time 
• Use tone in drawing to achieve 

depth. 
• Confidently use line patterns and 

texture to good effect. 
• Use zentangle well. 

• 

• 

https://nurturestore.co.uk/giacometti-sculpture-art-project-for-kids
https://nurturestore.co.uk/giacometti-sculpture-art-project-for-kids
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looking through observations from 
primary and secondary sources. 

• Introduce life drawing of moving 
animals (chicks) 

• Draw and make marks in response to 
music- draw rhythms in response to 
what they hear. 

• Understand how scale helps 
composition 

• Use basic grids when designing 
borders – repeat patterns. 

• Explore architecture of another time 
and / or culture, and make individual 
work in response to what is seen. 
Enable evolution of ideas through a 
combination of design through making 
and drawn inspiration. E.g. 
Architecture and mark making  

• Explore the relationship of line, form 
and colour. Follow a series of guided 
activities which each offer pupils an 
opportunity to make their own 
individual creative response.  and 
building a communal drawing  

• Explore sculptural ideas of balance 
(physical and aesthetic) and creative 
risk taking and play, e.g. making 
sculpture and drawing  

• 

• 

• 

• 

• Identify and confidently use hatch, 
cross hatch, stipple and scrumble 
in work.  

• Independent use of tone that 
demonstrates an 
understanding/confident use of a 
range of graded pencils. 

• Use pen and ink wash 
• Use charcoal. 
• Explore a variety of drawing 

starting points (Stimulus) including 
very close looking through 
observations from primary and 
secondary sources. 

• Introduce life drawing, life 
drawing capturing movement, 
gestures and speed sketching. 

• Confidently use a range of marks 
and gestures to make 
images/imagined work 

• Scale up work independently to 
create compositional effects. 

• Introduce grid method 
• Introduce one point perspective  

 
Revisit still life. Develop drawing skills 
using observational drawing e.g. 
Graphic inky still life. 
Explore drawing and mark making on 
new surfaces, e.g. clay, linking to 
genres such as portraiture or 
landscape. 
 
Explore sequential drawing and 
narrative e.g. manga and graphic 
novels, possibly linking into develop 
into set design (see Design & Making), 
e.g. Manga 

• 

• 
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• • Confident mark making- 
experiment and explorative. 

• Mark on a range of surfaces. 
• Explore line patterns nd texture 

and recognise how to use 
them. 

• Use zentangle 
• Understand the terms hatch, 

cross hatch, stipple, scumble 
and begin to recognise when to 
use them in work. 

• Independently use tone with a 
arrange of graded pencils. 

• Use pen and ink wash. 
• Explore a variety of drawing 

starting points (Stimulus) 
including very close looking 
through observations from 
primary and secondary 
sources. 

• Introduce life drawing of 
moving animals (chicks) 

• Draw and make marks in 
response to music- draw 
rhythms in response to what 
they hear. 

• Understand how scale helps 
composition 

• Use basic grids when designing 
borders – repeat patterns. 

• Create painting through the 
use of a colour palette and 
combine colours to create 
colours, tones and tints to 
enhance mood. 

• Create paintings (water colour) 
by combining colours, tones 
and tints to enhance the mood 
of a piece 

• 

• 
 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• Create shades and tints using 
black and white. 

• Choose appropriate paint, paper 
and implements to  

• adapt and extend their work. 
• Carry out preliminary studies,  
• test media and materials and  
• mix appropriate colours. 
• Work from a variety of sources,  
• inc. those researched  
independently. 
• Show an awareness of how  
• paintings are created 

(composition). 

• 

• 

• 
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• • Describe the different qualities 
involved in modelling, sculpture and 
construction. 

• Use recycled, natural and man-made 
materials to create sculpture.  
• Plan a sculpture through 

drawing and other preparatory 
work. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• Develop skills in using clay 
inc. slabs, coils, slips, etc.  

• Make a mould and use mod 
rock safely. 

• Create sculpture and 
constructions with increasing 
independence.

• Use a range of media to create 
collage 

• • Textile: Silk painting: - 
Mastered techniques of 
building up layers of colours 
and shape. 

• Use fabric printing techniques 
and explore using dyes 

• to create an imaginative piece 
from experimenting with 
knitting.  

• Join fabrics in different ways, 
including stitching. 

•  Use different grades and uses 
of yarn and needles. 

• Extend their work within a 
specified technique. 

• Islamic civilisation topic – use natural dyes to 
dye fabric (onion skins, lemon, beetroot, 
blueberries etc) Dye 
plain fabric to print 
lino block print on.   

• Look at dyeing from 
different 
cultures  

 
• DT – slipper project 
• Embroidery stitches to embellish and join 

parts of slipper  

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• Fairtrade – linked to the logo design, 
children to create a design Batik technique. 
Can this then be embellished using 
techniques learned in different year 
groups? 

 
 

https://rachelmcclary.com/2016/05/31/wire-sculptures-inspired-by-giacometti/
https://rachelmcclary.com/2016/05/31/wire-sculptures-inspired-by-giacometti/
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Rainforest topic- 
silk painting  

 

Suffer jets – textile protest 
banners. Research into protest 
banners- create own message 
and have a protest march.  

 

• • Printing: Mastered printing 
techniques and 
can make appropriate and 
effective choice 
in use of visual elements to 
reflect the purpose of the work. 
To use lino and lino tools 
safely to produce a repeated 
layered print.  

• 

• 

 

• Describe varied techniques.  
• Be familiar with layering 

prints.  
• Be confident with printing on 

paper and fabric.  
• Alter and modify work.  
• Work relatively 

independently 
• Awareness of the potential of 

the uses of material.  
• Use different techniques, 

colours and textures etc 
when designing and making 
pieces of work.

• • Show and explain the influence 
of notable artists, artisans and 
designers within their work. 

• Look at and talk critically 
about and get inspiration from 
the work of artists using a 
variety of approaches to all 
aspects of art. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Evaluating 
As a class 
Feel able to express and share an opinion 
about the artwork.  
Discuss why the work was made, as well 
as how.  
Share your response to the artwork. 
 Ask questions about process, technique, 
idea or outcome. 
 
In small groups 
Share work to others in small groups, 
and listen to what they think about what 
you have made.  
Make suggestions about other people’s 
work, using things you have seen or 
experienced yourself.  
Take photos of work made so that a 
record can be kept, to be added to a 
digital folder/presentation to capture 
progression. Use documenting the 
artwork as an opportunity for discussion 
about how to present work, and a 
chance for pupils to use digital media  
 
Present work in retrospect, i.e. to class, 
assembly or parents. 
 
One to one 
Talk to a peer or teacher about the 
artwork made and share what you have 
enjoyed during the process, and what 
you like about the end result. Discuss 
problems which came up and how they 
were solved. Think about what you 
might try next time. Share how other 
artists/artwork inspired you and how 
your work fits into larger context. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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