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CHANGES TO THE KS2 SATS – INFORMATION FOR PARENTS 



CHANGES TO THE 2016 SATS

The week of 9th May 2016, children in Year 6 will be the
first to take the new SATs papers. These tests in English and Maths will
reflect the new National Curriculum (2014), and are intended to be more
rigorous. There will also be a completely new marking scheme to
replace the existing National Curriculum levels.

At the end of Year 6, children will sit tests in:
• Reading
• Maths
• Spelling, punctuation and grammar

These tests will be both set and marked externally, and the results will
be used to measure the school’s performance (for example, through
reporting to Ofsted and published league tables). Your child’s marks
will be used in conjunction with teacher assessment to give a broader
picture of their attainment.
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READING



CHANGES TO READING

The reading test will be a single paper with questions based on some
passages of text. Your child will have one hour, including reading time,
to complete the test.
There will be a selection of question types, including:
• Ranking/ordering, e.g. ‘Number the events below to show the

order in which they happen in the story’
• Labelling, e.g. ‘Label the text to show the title of the story’
• Find and copy, e.g. ‘Find and copy one word that suggests what the

weather is like in the story’
• Short constructed response, e.g. ‘What does the bear eat?’
• Open-ended response, e.g. ‘Look at the sentence that begins Once

upon a time. How does the writer increase the tension throughout
this paragraph? Explain fully, referring to the text in your answer.’



SAMPLE KS2 READING TEXTS



SAMPLE KS2 READING TEXTS



SAMPLE KS2 READING TEXTS



SAMPLE KS2 READING 
QUESTIONS



SAMPLE KS2 READING 
QUESTIONS



HOW CAN YOU HELP?

• Read with your child: get your child to read aloud
to you, and then ask them questions such as the

examples given above.

• Read aloud to your child whilst your child follows
the text: listening is an important part of reading;
it will help your child learn the importance of
punctuation and reading with expression.
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SPELLING, PUNCTUATION 
AND GRAMMAR



WHAT IS THE SPAG TEST?

The Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar test consists of two 
papers:
Paper 1: Grammar, punctuation and vocabulary
• Short answer questions, usually presented in order of difficulty
• 45 minutes 
• 50 marks

Paper 2: Spelling
• 20 sentences from which targeted spelling words have been 

left out
• Around 15-20 minutes (not strictly timed)
• 20 marks



PAPER ONE CONTENT 

This covers areas such as:
• Word classes
• Conjunctions
• Pronouns
• Punctuation
• Standard English
• Identifying parts of a sentence
• Contractions
• Vocabulary and meaning



EXAMPLE QUESTIONS
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PAPER TWO

This is a spelling dictation exercise which covers all 
rules and spelling patterns studied throughout KS2.



PAPER 2 CONTENT

Spelling
Pupils will be tested on:
• the meaning, use and spelling of common 

prefixes and suffixes
• the spelling of words with inflectional endings, 

e.g. happy, happier, happiest
• the relevance of word families, roots and origins 

of words
• Homophones



SPELLING LIST FROM NEW CURRICULUM



HOW CAN YOU HELP?

• Spellings, spellings, spellings!
Please help your child to learn their weekly spellings. We 
encourage the ‘Look, Say, Cover, Write, Check’ method. 
Try to find smaller words within words, or break the word 
down into sounds. 
Ensure your children can automatically spell the high 
frequency words.
• Terminology

Help the children to become an expert on the names of 
different word classes, punctuation etc. When reading to 
and/or with your child, discuss the use of inverted commas 
to mark speech, the use of parenthesis (brackets) to add 
additional information, the use of capital letters etc.
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MATHEMATICS



CHANGES TO KS2 MATHS

Children will sit three papers:
• Paper 1: arithmetic (30 minutes)
• Papers 2 and 3: reasoning (40 minutes per paper)

Paper 1 will consist of fixed response questions, where children
have to give the correct answer to calculations, including long
multiplication and division. Papers 2 and 3 will involve a number of
question types, including:
• Multiple choice
• True or false
• Constrained questions, e.g. giving the answer to a calculation,
drawing a shape or completing a table or chart
• Less constrained questions, where children will have to explain their
approach for solving a problem



SAMPLE ARITHMETIC 
QUESTIONS



SAMPLE REASONING 
QUESTIONS
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Ensure your child knows their timetables - It is essential that 
they can use them accurately and quickly for multiplication and 
division.

Formal method for the four operations practice: it is
important children can complete methods accurately. Practise
methods such as column addition, column
subtraction, short multiplication, long multiplication, short
division, long division including expressing remainders as
fractions, decimals and remainder form)

HOW CAN YOU HELP?



CHANGES TO KS2 SCIENCE

Not all children will take the KS2 Science SAT. 
However, a number of schools will be required to 
take part in the science sampling: a test administered 
to a select sample of children (thought to be 
representative of the whole population). 
6th – 17th June is the science sampling test period in 
which your child might sit these tests. For those 
schools that are selected, there will be three papers:
• Biology (25 minutes, 22 marks)
• Chemistry (25 minutes, 22 marks)
• Physics (25 minutes, 22 marks)



RESOURCES AVAILABLE

• Schofield and Sims revision guides
• CPG revision guides (SAT Buster)

Websites:
• BBC Bitesize – KS2 Maths and English 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks2/
• Woodlands Junior school – Kent (interactive resources) 

http://resources.woodlandsjunior.kent.sch.uk



TOP TIPS FOR PARENTS

Tip 1: Remember your child’s education is a partnership. Ask to see your child’s teacher if 
you have any questions or concerns about their learning/the upcoming SATs.

Tip 2: Support your child with their homework each week. 

Tip 3: Encourage your child to work to speed. Give them time limits to complete 
challenges (e.g. “What is 20% of 260? You have 10 seconds – go!”)

Tip 4:  Make sure your child is aware that getting stuck is NOT a problem! Tell them to move 
on and come back to it/ask for support/set another challenge.

Tip 5: Encourage your child to believe in themselves (e.g. “You can do it!”)

Tip 6: Remind your child that although these tests are important, they are not the only way 
they are to be measured. We don’t want children panicking or becoming worried – we 
want them to be prepared!

Tip 7: Make revision at home as fun and interactive as possible – games, activities, books, 
flashcards.

Tip 8: It is easier said than done, but do not put your child under pressure. Have fun – they 
will find things easier to remember if they recall the good times they had doing things!
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